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NEW ‘WHICH PESTICIDE?’ APP: 
EMPOWERING USERS WORLDWIDE  

TO ELIMINATE HIGHLY  
HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES  

 
 

Project duration: February 2018 to February 2019 

 

The Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Coalition is building a mobile app to put the power 

of information directly into the hands of those working with pesticides at field level. This is 

the second project from the IPM Coalition to receive a grant from the ISEAL Innovations 

Fund. We have talked to Oliver Bach, Technical Manager at the Sustainable Agriculture 

Network (SAN), to learn more about this app and how the two projects build on each other.  

 

 
What was the motivation for the project? 

 

The use of highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs) is common around the world because pesticide users who live or 

work in rural areas with no internet access oftentimes receive their information directly from agrochemical 

companies. They are rarely aware of less toxic pest control alternatives, and the continued use of HHPs 

threatens ecosystems, wildlife, workers and communities worldwide.  

 

In the previous project supported by the fund, the IPM Coalition (a partnership of various ISEAL members for the 

elimination of HHPs) created a pesticide database with toxicity information from government authorities, 

international organizations and research centers. This project is about increasing access to vital information on 

the active ingredients in pesticides, and alternatives for the ‘boots on the ground’. We will also continue to work 

with pesticides experts, including Dr Paul Jepson at Oregon State University and Lars Neumeister, to classify the 

toxicity of pesticide active ingredient categories and effective alternative control mechanisms for specific pest 

species or families. 
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How will this project work? 

 

We will develop a comprehensive information package to promote the efficient use of transparent information 

about pesticide toxicity and less toxic alternatives in 5 different countries (Brazil, Colombia, India, Mexico and 

South Africa). This information will be accessible through the IPM Coalition’s website and through the new 

Which Pesticide? App so that farm, forestry and golf course decision-makers can have easy access on the field. 

 

The app will be rolled out in English, Portuguese and Spanish and will be accessible online and offline from 

Android and IOS devices. App users will receive automatic data updates for their devices. 

 

What lessons have you learned in implementing the project?  

 

With a project like this one (which is led by SAN but involves all IPM Coalition members), project managers need 

to find the right balance between accomplishing deliverables and milestones versus involving all collaborating 

partners in main decisions. Effective communication is key to making sure that project goals will be met. 

 

What advice do you have for other ISEAL members thinking of applying to the Innovations Fund? 

 

Design your project with a focus on benefits for the end-user, and on specific positive impacts for the 

environment, workers or communities. Standard end-users are in need of more effective support tools to 

implement changes in their operations.  

 

Also, think about the most burning sustainability challenges your stakeholders and programme are facing, and 

get more ISEAL members on board to join forces. Get buy-in from your collaborating partners on the main 

programme elements and then fully focus on writing the best proposal possible. If you’re eligible for the fund’s 

proposal review facility, make sure to use as it is great help to get a hand from an experienced development 

expert.   

 

“Thanks to the fund, we will be able to significantly increase the number of technical 

decision-makers who use the transparent and comprehensive database of pesticide 

information created by the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Coalition. The grant is 

helping us take the original efforts to the next level. ” 

Oliver Bach, Technical Manager, SAN 

 

 

If you are an ISEAL member, find out how you can apply to the ISEAL Innovations Fund. 

The ISEAL Innovations Fund is supported by the following partners:  

https://www.isealalliance.org/InnovationsFund

